Feedback by participants (as at 19 Jul 06)

	Any ways that we can improve on arrangements? 

=Orientation arrangements =Transect Day arrangements
	Did the transect provide the experience and exposure that you expected? 

=If not, what can we do to improve?

=What aspects did you especially find useful or interesting?
	What other similar areas of activity would you like to be a part of?
And other comments

	Orientation

It was short and sweet and punctual. Just enough to tell us what newbies like us need to know and not too complicated. Also good for getting to know the team members. Just wondering if deliberate arrangements have been done to ensure the age gaps amongst team members are not too wide? If so, thanks!

Transect Day 

Quite systematic, almost like a pro. Everything was almost provided for and I'm very thankful for it.
	I came for a new experience and I learnt many more new things different from what I normally do. The knowledge gained can be shared with many more friends, of a wonderful place that exists, of a nature ecosystem not quite like what we know. 

 

Even though the transect time alone was short, the additional time on the shore made things interesting, to allow more people to experience and share with them, the shore and the life that exists on it. (I love being with nature) 

It helps to have some people who are knowledgeble as I often have problems figuring out what I saw. Though I'm not so sure if its a good choice to be "disturbing" marine life by taking them out of where they were originally found so one could get a better shot such as placing the nudi (from the water) onto a drier patch of coral (and then it ends up all wrinkly from the distress), to try to "make the octopus come out", to be using sticks, probes when gloves were not encouraged in the first place. 

On top of everything else, I experienced how the wildsingapore team worked together to put things together in perspective (at least for the orientation and transect day). 
	Similar/different adhoc activities that do not require too much regular committment as I'm already held up by other volunteer committments. 

 

Lastly, thanks for a chance to be on this transect. It was pleasurable meeting you, the woman behind wild singapore after having read quite a bit off your web pages. 



	Orientation arrangements 
The place is kind of deserted and hard to located, but I guess that is the only place (better option compare to other venues you have in mind) to accomdate so many volunteers and to have a hands-on experience with the transect dry-run.

Transect Day arrangements
It was very well arranged, and you guys did consider about the first MRT arrival timing and all, great job, just that the bus did not set off at expected timing and was waiting for the late-comers.
	The transect was fun and interesting, and as expected it ended very fast. I am not sure if we have done correctly and this is what you have expected from us. But personally, I really appreciate those experience volunteers who were there to provide us with the information that we were interested in and explaining to us some of the corals and fishes etc over there. They did make the trip more worth it and more fun.

 
	I am not sure what others activities you have in your pockets, but I will surely join the activities if my time allows me to do so, and thanks for inviting us to be part of the transect team.

	Orientation - Perfect! Nice curry puffs..thank you so much.

Transect Day -  We learned to take bearings for our point and to walk along with the compass for the transect line during Orientation. However, on the day, we just need to get the straight line and get the bearing after. It is an easier method as I can imagine it is not easy walking thru the rocks, corals while keeping our eyes on the compass to make sure we are not out of line. So get the straight line and take bearing after is the one for me! 

The part about getting our transect point (the numbering) were not clear. Perhaps groups could stick to their number and not pick the transect point randomly.

As we are not familiar with the type of seagrass, we were confused most of the time :P if those we saw were seagrass or algae. Someone (i think its Shoop) provides an useful piece of info - that is algae is slimy and feel jelly-like if we squeeze it ( i hope i got it right based on my faint memory) while seagrass is not.
	YES YES YES!
	I am pretty interested in most of the acitvities that BWV are organising. 


Once again, thank you for the awesome experience and look forward to joining you for more trips! Way to go... 

Thank you so much for the wonderful arrangement and I am sure everyone had a jolly good time. It was really an eye-opener and restore my little faith in Singapore's nature landscape. So many to see in a not-so-large area :P Unbelievable! and to think we saw Frog fish. I only saw that in Philippines water when I went scuba diving. 

Anyway, I enjoyed the trip throughly and would definitely join in future trip if time permits

	As it is, it was very well organised.  Just that Joseph make a comment which I find very valid while walking down to the shore, "why are we so secretive in our movement?" (something of that effect).  I think that as we do not walk to make ourselves a nuisance and at the same time we are doing this for an honourable cause, we should be able to walk to the shore with our head held high. 
	I am glad I am able to see the Ea flowers as well as the styrofoam liked pollen.  Taken some nice photos as well.  More importantly as far as I am concern, was that I learn and at the same time I was able to share. 


	All I can say, is "Cannot wait till I retire and do this on a more regular basis" but need cash to do this sort of things.  What a dilemma.



	Orientation arrangements - Nil
Transect Day arrangements - Nil 

	Yes! It was an enjoyable experience.

Hmm..seeing all those stuff on the shore! But just tt I could not really identify a lot of stuff...
	Anything tt have got to do with nature actually! :)

	Orientation arrangements
One suggestion to make regarding the orientation. Is it possible to give directions on how to reach the place? (like what bus to take and from where to take). Cos apparently I walked from queestown MRT and walk all the way to there. Halfway being chase by a dog and climbed over a fence cos no route ahead. (yes its true)


	Yes indeed. Learn abt 2 types of sea-grass ;p and of cos how to go abt doing the transection. Especially grateful that time was allocated for us to explore the reefs after our transect.


	mm, I'm not really sure what tpe of activities in mind but will love to participate in all such similar events. 

 

Again thanx alot for the rewarding experience and pls add me in the mailing list for future events. I ll love to help out.



	Orientation arrangements
I couldn't make it for the orientation that day, so no feedbacks for that.

Transect Day arrangements
I thought everything went really smoothly. The meeting place for the bus was a little hard to find, but that wasn't too much of a problem
	I didn't quite know what to expect, but the experience was very eye-opening.  The exposure was great for me! Spotting the coastal sea animals and learning about some of the shore vegetations was very interesting. Learning about the way studies are made on the coasts were also interesting.  I do hope to find out what the results show about the health of our shore. (are they in good shape?)
	I would like to experience and learn more about the natural heritage still remaining in Singapore.
I really enjoyed the transact alot yesterday. Thank you for organizing this for volunteers! I am amazed that we have coral reefs in Singapore, and learnt a lot about the coastal environment.  Yes, I want to be on your mailing lists! I am still game for more after yesterday's experience. :)  Looking forward to Semakau!

	Orientation arrangements- I thought the hands on session was very good


Transect Day arrangements- worked out really well. No groups had to be re-organized
	Just the sheer amount of stuff out there on the shores. Play time was really good. 

Also, I also found it interesting that people were not content to find 0% sea grass cover along their transect, my group was very disappointed initially. I guess they weren’t prepared for that. So, my suggestion is that as far as possible participants must also be given other (seemingly) ‘useful’ tasks to occupy themselves or be prepared from the start  that there is a very real possibility that they might find nothing. (Then waking up at 5am is not so fun I guess... ;)
	

	Orientation arrangements
I find the time and duration of the orientation just suitable. The venue was alright i guess, although i wasnt sure of how to get there at first. But i managed to find my way there in the end. =D

Transect Day arrangements 
The arrangements for transect day was just fine. It was good to have a bus to ferry us into Sentosa, especially for those who did not drive. Thanks Ria. =)


	It was really a great experience. It was my first exploration of our amazing shore and i enjoyed it thoroughly. Not only have i learnt about the importance of seagrasses, i also came to realise that there are actually a lot of creatures to be found on our shore! Ha, a bit shua gu here. Well, now i know how to identify the two types of seagrasses and how to go about doing a transect. Thanks for the experience! However there are some creatures encountered at shore which i'm unsure about their identity.


	I would love to be part of the next transect trip, if there is going to be one. =D Actually this is my second volunteering activity and im just starting to get involve, so i dont have any specific interest in mind yet. But i will be more than happy to try out new things and gain experience, and help out in whatever activities (if its within my means) that need volunteers! =)


That's about it. Hopefully the Q&A will be of some help to you. Thanks for the experience. Its certainly a pleasure knowing you, and the many enthusiastic people! =D 



	Orientation arrangements
I thought it was sufficient. 


Transect Day arrangements
Nothing to add here too...
	The organizers took time to explain things and share their knowledge. Also, it was a learning experience to be able to see and understand how scientists carry out their work. There's a lot of scope for volunteer work in this area! Laymen like me can join and learn and contribute something towards the conservation of the environment, and that's empowering.
	Any other transects, or research-based activities.




